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Here’s how the story goes...
The first board of directors of Habitat in Grand Rapids was at a crossroads. In 

the winter of 1983, they sat around the table and debated, “what should we do?’ They
had raised $10,000 to start the first house. With no other funding prospects on the 
horizon, they wrestled with the question, “should we start building or wait?” As they
reached a stalemate, board member Frank Townsend portended, “This will be a 
ministry of faith or nothing at all.”

And so it is, 25 years later.
There is no better way to celebrate our 25th anniversary than by building our 

250th home. Every Habitat home is a miracle. It is a miracle of faith – of Habitat 
families, friends, and supporters – that they are people of God recreating our world.
Though we may pause for direction and inspiration, there is no stopping those who 
are on a mission!

History tells us that now more than ever we must step up to keep the dream of
affordable homeownership an attainable reality. In the process, we recognize these are
turbulent times we live in. To be successful, we must never stop learning and improving
our building and business practices, or to stop being faithful to the One who has
brought us to this place.

What makes us unique among many organizations is our ability to address our
community’s affordable housing needs, not just for today, but for generations to come.

This past year, we tested the waters with rehabbing two homes, earning
LEED “Total Gut Rehab” certification. In the process, we learned many valuable lessons,
including:

• Buying homes out of foreclosure helps us to maximize land usage.

• Rehabbing to LEED standards aligns with our environmental and sustainable 
commitments.



• Rebuilding ultra-high energy efficient homes saves homeowners $1,000-$2,000 in
energy costs a year; often eliminating the need for the decision: food or heat? 

• By recycling materials we have kept tons of reusable materials from our landfills,
while generating revenue through our ReStore on S. Division. In fact, since its
opening in 2004, Habitat for Humanity of Kent County's ReStore has diverted an
estimated 2,772,640 pounds or 1,386 TONS of material from the landfill.

We also learned something else in this process that does not show up as a line 
item on a financial statement. The seeds of action we planted following a 2004 green-
building seminar at Aquinas College and hosted by the Wege Foundation taught us 
sustainability isn’t just something we do, it’s who we are.

Let’s look at the difference.
• On a very microscopic – or personal level – Habitat’s green-building initiatives 

save homebuyers needed money on their energy bills. We accomplish this by 
building according to LEED guidelines for such things as energy efficient heating
and cooling systems and appliances, thermal windows, solar reflective roofing,
water efficiency, landscaping, site selection, and much more.

• Zoom out, and it is how we all act as stewards for environmental sustainability that
will impact generations to come. The earth is our sustenance and here for us to
nurture and care for.

At Habitat, we are on overdrive to provide affordable housing that will better serve
our homebuyers, our environment, and ultimately strengthen our community. It’s the
Triple Bottom Line: economy, environment, and equity. We must measure our 
success not just from standards of justice, but from the environment and economic
standards as well. As one of our founder’s, Clarence Jordan, said: “Justice is not an ideal
promised by a kingdom yet to come but a manifestation now of God ruling in the
hearts of people.”

In the coming year, we will continue to explore new homebuilding technologies,
evaluate best land use practices, and expand our LEED certified total gut rehab efforts
with foreclosed properties. Our collaborative efforts will be strengthened with our 
partners such as Grand Rapids Community College, the Grand Rapids Public Schools
and the West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum, to name just a few.

Habitat is committed to continuing education with Habitat families on environ-
mentally sustainable practices (see page 12). An environmentally friendly Habitat home
requires new attitudes incorporating the themes of: “reuse, reduce, recycle and repair.”
Without a new approach, sustainability will just be something we do, rather than who
we are.

We hope you will continue to support us on this journey. We wish you a blessed
2009, and thank you for sharing the vision to end substandard housing. Your support
impacts families today, and for generations to come.

Reverend Pam Doty-Nation
Executive Director
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“There is no better way to celebrate our 25th anniversary than by building 
our 250th home.” – Reverend Pam Doty-Nation
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Whether you’re a new teacher taking over the reigns for a retiring icon, a 
rookie stepping in for a veteran player, or simply one of many attempting something
new… you most certainly can relate to my feelings of anticipation and admiration 
when I was appointed last September to take over for Board President 
Dan Molhoek.

Dan has diligently served on Habitat for Humanity of Kent County’s Board of
Directors for the past eight years, and as President since 2005. Throughout his tenure,
his law firm, Varnum, Riddering, Schmidt & Howlett, has also provided their services
pro bono.

Following in Dan’s footsteps will be a big task. His vision, leadership, and 
compassion, have elevated our Kent Habitat affiliate to the national level. From building
the nation’s first affordable LEED-certified home and completing the first LEED-
certified total gut rehab… to being one of only two affiliates out of 1700 in the U.S.
committed to building all LEED-certified homes since 2007… to constructing zero step
entry into homes for all homebuyers and their guests… it is crystal clear Dan leaves
behind some large work boots to fill, no pun intended.

Thankfully, I have had the opportunity to work with Dan and the rest of Habitat’s
talented board and staff for the past three years, and in true Dan fashion, he has 
prepared me to take the helm. As a consultant with MARSH, one of the world’s leading
insurance brokers and risk advisors, I have devoted my professional career to finding 
the opportunity in risk.

Perhaps that is why I am so drawn to the Habitat organization. Having been raised
to give back and share my blessings and talents, I sought out organizations that aligned
with my personal values. Habitat fit like a well worn work glove. Habitat draws people
from divergent groups together for a common cause: ending substandard housing.
There is no fear of failure… rather, managed risk through smart business practices,
education, and empowering all to be the best they can. I am humbled to be involved
with Habitat for Humanity of Kent County.

This past year, we celebrated Habitat Kent’s 25th anniversary and 250th home, and
in the process, we paid witness to the tremendous impact Habitat has on not only on 
its hardworking homebuyers, but thousands of children, volunteers, generous donors,
entire neighborhoods, villages half-way around the world, and ultimately, our 
environment and future sustainability.

This collective, contagious optimism signifies that the American Dream is still
attainable when we work together, manage our risks, and align our resources with our
objectives. This past year, I was poignantly reminded of this when I took my eighth 

“Following in Dan’s footsteps will
be a big task. His vision, leadership,
and compassion have elevated our
Kent Habitat affiliate to the
national level.”
– Matt Wey, Board President 
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