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DONOR LIST

The past and the future came together just inside GRCC’s “new front
door” when Michael Melville, first civilian astronaut and winner of the
international competition for the $10 million X-Prize, spoke in the front
corridor of the historical Main Building – right in front of GRCC’s new
5,500-square foot Enrollment Center and right under the newly-unveiled
mural that was commissioned to illustrate GRCC’s 90-year history.
Melville then spoke to a capacity crowd at GRCC’s free public lecture 
on innovation.
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FOUNDATIONConnection sustaining and building on GRCC’s mission and vision

September, 2005

“In the pages of this special Annual Report 

edition of Foundation Connection magazine, 

you’ll see many photos of the special events that

made this past 90th anniversary year memorable.

And you’ll see familiar faces among our friends 

and alumni who celebrated along with us. 

“The new academic year is already upon us, 

and we are again very close to 100% capacity in 

both our arts and sciences programs and our 

workforce development programs. As always, our 

purpose remains unchanged: to offer excellent,

affordable education to all who seek it. 

“But it’s a new day. How things work has

changed. How people work has changed. Even 

the way we learn – and what we need to learn – 

it’s all evolving.

“Our Foundation at GRCC is evolving, too. 

They are rising to the challenge of keeping GRCC

right for the times in the face of a challenging 

economy.  In this edition, we hope you’ll be 

pleased with the efforts of your community’s 

college over the last year. 

“Then keep your eyes open for each new 

quarterly issue of Foundation Connection, 

published especially for our supporters, and we’ll

keep our eyes on the future of this community.”

Warm regards,

Juan R. Olivarez, Ph.D.
President GRCC

Juan R. Olivarez

A message from our president:
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financial statements

Grand Rapids Community College Foundation

Statements of Financial Position
June 30

Assets 2005 2004
Cash and cash equivalents $  1,316,276 $  1,723,281
Investments – unrestricted 1,565,020 1,347,438
Due from the College 105,655 31,658
Contributions receivable–

temporarily restricted, net of allowance  
of $50,776 at June 30, 2005 and  
$61,276 at June 30, 2004 98,314 249,711

Accrued interest receivable 59,497 56,031
Investments–

temporarily and permanently restricted 10,241,218 9,232,857
Land, building, and equipment 403,192 452,707

Total assets $ 13,789,172 $ 13,093,683

Liabilities and net assets
Liabilities:
Scholarships payable $     564,283 $     706,990
Accounts payable 185,971 –
Grants payable 54,382 60,000

Total liabilities 804,636 766,990

Net assets:
Unrestricted 2,743,318 2,844,125
Temporarily restricted 4,408,720 3,708,597
Permanently restricted 5,832,498 5,773,971

Total net assets 12,984,536 12,326,693

Total liabilities and net assets $ 13,789,172 $ 13,093,683
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2 FOUNDATIONConnection sustaining and building on GRCC’s mission and vision

foundation donors

Trustee Ellen M. James (far left)

Foundation Board member 
Glen Borre (left)

In August, the three boards of Grand Rapids Community College – Trustees, Alumni
and Foundation–broke bread together at the Kent Country Club. The dinner was a
leisurely event where all board members collaborated on future plans and their 
combined strength to move GRCC toward new successes.

Our donors run through the center of everything that happens at GRCC

Three of many students who received Foundation 
scholarships for 2005: Evvia Marshall, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Award; Dean Foster, Cedric Ward
Leadership Scholarship; and Veronica Rebolledo,
Richard W. Calkins Presidential Scholarship. 
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One memorable moment from our 90th anniversary year was 
the renaming of GRCC’s art gallery to The GRCC Collins Art Gallery, 

as a lasting tribute to Grand Rapids’ internationally-known artist
Paul Collins, and his wife, Carole. A permanent collection of 

Collins’ work will stay at GRCC. Because of GRCC’s central 
location many school classes, art-lovers and passers-by will be 

able to experience Collins’ distinctive style of presenting 
the humanity and integrity of his subjects.
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foundation donors

Paul Collins

foundation donors
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GRCC President Juan Olivarez, Michigan
Governor Jennifer Granholm and Grand Rapids

Mayor George Heartwell listen to a speaker 
following the annual Cesar E. Chavez March. 

The program was held at GRCC’s Leslie E. Tassell
M-TEC®, 622 Godfrey Avenue, SW.
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Our donors run through the center of everything that happens at GRCC



Alumnus and state Representative,
Michael Sak, addresses the issue 
of state funding parity for 
community colleges.
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Our donors run through the center of everything that happens at GRCC

foundation donors

GRCC President Juan Olivarez and Trustee 
Rick Verburg accepted a check from United Auto
Workers Local 730 this spring for almost $10,000. 

The money raised will offer scholarships to children
and grandchildren of UAW 730 employees. 

The fact that every member of the union chapter 
contributed to the donation was a source of pride

for both giver and receiver.

Pictured from left:  Rocky Love, Barb Henderson, Denise DeBoer, Larry
Palmer, Rick Verburg, Juan Olivarez, Karl Dyksterhouse, George Waite.
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foundation donors

Trustee Margo Anderson
enjoys the Gala’s 

friendly atmosphere.
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The good wishes – and 
the weather – were warm
at the 90th Anniversary
Gala last June.

Our donors run through the center of everything that happens at GRCC
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student spotlight

Student Athlete Favors Forensics
Flint native, Quajuan Adams doesn’t fit the typical stereotype 

of a large city high school student. Sure he wears his clothes baggy,

his hat cocked to the side a bit—set atop a do-rag. But you 

shouldn’t be surprised about how well spoken he is. He credits 

his parents for that. He says they knew growing up in the city 

can get rough, so they let their three boys know how to present

themselves with confidence.

Quajuan’s older brother “stayed on me pretty hard,” he says 

with obvious pride. “In Flint, it depends on what kind of person

you are.  If you put yourself in a difficult situation, the outcome 

is going to be difficult.”

With that he discussed his craving for the level of academics 

at GRCC. Last year he tried another college but struggled–not with

the course work –but with the atmosphere. “They didn’t explain stuff

the way I needed, and the

classrooms were filled

with childish students.”

“I knew GRCC was

going to be tougher. Dave

Selmon told me to expect that.” Selmon, GRCC’s Men’s Basketball

coach, recruited Quajuan to play on the Raider team, awarding 

him an athletic scholarship.

But Quajuan’s dreams don’t hinge on the hardwood. He’s a

forensics buff. TV shows like CSI have ignited his desire for math 

and science – two areas of study he feels GRCC can prepare him 

well for his next school. Where? Quajuan’s not sure. He’s just happy

to be here, in a classroom he’s comfortable in. 

When he does go to a university, he says he’ll play basketball,

but Quajuan’s road to the future goes through the classroom.

He’s just happy to be here, in a classroom he’s comfortable in.
When he does go to a university, he says he’ll play basketball… 
but Quajuan’s road to the future goes through the classroom.

Quajuan Adams
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alumni news

Like Home at GRCC
As she entered her senior year at Caledonia High School, 

Andrea Fryling still hadn’t received a college acceptance letter.

She had the grades and the test scores to go to virtually any

school in the country.

Now a sophomore at GRCC, Andrea says she never 

intended to go elsewhere. She’s struggling with the thought 

of leaving after this year, already looking ahead to returning,

like her dad, as a regular staff member on campus.

“The instructors here are incredibly caring and 

enthusiastic about being at GRCC,” she says. “Most could be

teaching at any university in the country, but the atmosphere

here is too welcoming to resist.”

Andrea has a GRCC Foundation Scholarship, in 

addition to two other awards.  She earned a 3.9 GPA last 

year, shrugging at the A- she received in her math class. As a

student ambassador this summer, Andrea directed crowds of

prospective GRCC students, and their parents, through

GRCC’s downtown campus. With the return of the fall 

semester, she is again working 

in the college’s library part-time,

and tutoring other students in

English, biology and Spanish 

in the evening.

Her next stop? “Western Michigan or Grand Valley State,”

she says. “I just want to get the education I need to come

back here and be an instructor.”

student spotlight

She had the grades, and test scores, to go to virtually 
any school in the country. Now a sophomore at GRCC,
Andrea says she never intended to go elsewhere.

Andrea Fryling
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Michael A. Stearns

Steelcase Inc.

David E. Steinfort

Michael A. Steinfort

Ray Stevens
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Our donors run through the center of everything that happens at GRCC

foundation donors
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foundation donors

Robert G. Thiel

Third Democratic 
Congressional

Fred Tiggleman

Elizabeth J. Timmer

Robert R. Toland

Town & Country Group

Joyce A. Townsend

Traffic & Safety 
Control System

Trans-Matic Mfg.

Patricia A. Trepkowski

Bethany L. Tuffelmire

Marvin Charles Tyler

United Parcel Service

Universal Forest
Products, Inc.

Douglas Neil Van Doren

Kenneth & Hattie 
Van Haaften

Frederick C. 
van Hartesveldt

Donald J. Van Oeveren

Dean Van Velsen

Ethel H. Vandam

Thomas J. Vandam

Mary B. Vanden Berg

Michael J. VanderVeen

Rick W. VanderVeen

James W. Vandokkumburg

Thomas A. Vandragt

Terrence Vankalker

Robin E. Vanrooyen

Varnum, Riddering, 
Schmidt & Howlett

James Earl Vaughn

Hildegarde E. Veit

Richard W. Verburg

Michelle Marie Vliem

Mark Peter Vogel

Harriet J. Vossen

Douglas Jay Wabeke

Wachovia Foundation

Edward H. Wagner, Sr.

George W. Waite

Joseph J. Walker

Karen F. Walker

Walker Tool & Die

Ruth M. Watkins

Maria Ann Webley

Peter M. Wege

Wege Foundation

Ronald L. Weidenfeller

Arnold J. Weiner

Joy Wellington

West Michigan 
Cardiology

West Michigan 
Golf Association

West Michigan Heart, PC

West Side Beer 
Distributing

Betsy R. Whitaker

Thomas White

Steven J. Wiersma

Jean Wilcox

Deanna Wile

Donald Willliams, Sr.

Catherine A. Wilson

Sally R. Wilson

Henry A. Wind

Loyd Winer

Jerry L. Winkhart

Karla Wischmeyer-
Dunagan

Thomas & Joyce Wisner

Donald W. Wisner

Leslie & Lori Wisner

Laurie A. Witczak

WK Kellogg Foundation

Cheryl L. Wojcik

Wolverine Coil 
Spring Co.

Wolverine World Wide

Women’s City Club
of GR

WOOD TV8

Anne H. Wright

Edward A. Wynant

Yamaha Corp. Of 
America

Rebecca W. Yoder

Susan J. Younggren

Janice M. Zerfas

Mildred M. Zoellmer

William F. Zoellmer, III

Wendy M. Zuziak

Darlene Zwart

GRCC–at the
heart of the city

since 1914.

Our donors run through the center of everything that happens at GRCC
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The Foundation at 

mission
It is the mission of 

Grand Rapids 

Community College 

to provide the 

community with 

learning opportunities 

that enable 

people to achieve 

their goals.

vision
Grand Rapids 

Community College 

is a vibrant institution 

of higher education 

dedicated to enriching 

people’s lives and 

contributing to 

the vitality of 

the community.

values
R Responsiveness

A Accountability

I Innovation

D Diversity

E Excellence

R Respectfulness

S Service

Grand Rapids Community College is an equal opportunity institution.     139820   10/05

www.grcc.edugrand rapids community college

Donor names in this magazine reflect 
contributions from the college’s fiscal year
July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2005 only.

If you have donated since July 1, 2005, 
we thank you and your gift will be
reflected in a future edition.

If your name has been accidentally 
omitted or misprinted, please accept 
our apologies and notify the GRCC
Development Office, (616) 234-3939 
or e-mail foundation@grcc.edu


